
Sarah Brazier: Fairtrade Foundation Campaign Manager address:  

The Fairtrade Foundation National Campaigners Council consists of elected UK Regional 

representatives which is very much focused this year on climate change. Following the largely 

disappointing G7 Conference in Cornwall earlier in the year, the momentum now is in the lead 

up to the COP26 Conference to be held in Glasgow in November 2021 and the role Fairtrade 

can play. 

Sarah stated unequivocally that the greatest challenge facing Fairtrade farmers is climate 

change. Climate justice is every bit as important as trade justice. The Fairtrade 

logo/certification mark is essential to small scale farmers working in a broken trade system. 

The guaranteed price Fairtrade gives to small producers for their products irons out the peaks 

and troughs of global fluctuations in the market, allowing Fairtrade farmers to plan. The 

unique premium of around 1% that is paid to Fairtrade cooperatives to invest in local 

community and social projects is vital in funding health centres, education, and infrastructure 

projects. 

Main Findings 

The poorest farmers with the lowest incomes face the worst aspects of the climate crisis:- 

 Action is need NOW. 

 Decades of unfair trade terms have resulted in persistent poverty and economic 

colonialism. 

 Floods, drought, unseasonal rainfall, soil degradation, have combined to make land 

less productive. 

 By 2050, it is estimated that 50% of coffee farming areas will no longer be suitable for 

production. Banana yields in India, Brazil, and Columbia are also already beginning to 

decline in terms of quality and quantity. 

 Nations most responsible for carbon emissions need to LEAD to fight back, but this 

programme must be LED by those small-scale Fairtrade farmers and producers “at the 

coalface”. 

The COP26 conference is widely viewed as the most important since the Paris Agreement. 

Most nations of the world are sending delegates to Glasgow in November 2021. The UK 

Government is hosting the conference and has a responsibility to not only drive the agenda 

forward but take decisive ACTION. Failure will mean more extreme weather and loss of life 

and property as recently experienced by inhabitants of Germany, Belgium, and the 

Netherlands in 2021. 
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